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 Figure 1: The PLR-Family of C-Minor
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 Figure 2: The PLR-Family of { 0, 1, 51

 semitone in the case of P and L, and by whole tone in the case of R. This
 feature is not without significance to the development of a musical cul-
 ture where conjunct voice-leading in general, and semitonal voice-lead-
 ing in particular, are enduring norms through an impressive range of
 chronological eras and musical styles.5 The parsimony of PLR-family
 voice-leading is so engrained in the procedural knowledge of a musician
 trained in the European classical tradition that it hardly seems to warrant
 notice, much less scrutiny. It is scrutinized here with the aim of demon-
 strating that, from a certain point of view, the feature is fortuitous.
 In order to cultivate this point of view, imagine a musical culture where

 set-class 3-4 (015) was the privileged harmony to the extent that the triad
 prevails in European music c. 1500-1900. For any member of set-class
 3-4, there are three other members with which it shares two common pcs.
 Figure 2 leads the prime form of 3-4 to its three double-common-tone
 related peers. Note the magnitude of the moving voice: in two cases by
 minor third, in the third case by tritone. Such a culture would be inca-
 pable of achieving the degree of voice-leading parsimony characteristic
 of triadic music, particularly as it developed in the nineteenth century. It
 can be easily verified, and will be demonstrated shortly, that replication
 of the exercise using any other mod-12 trichord-class yields similarly
 unparsimonious results.6
 It may come as no surprise that, among trichord-classes, consonant tri-
 ads are special. Their unique acoustic properties are well established, and
 indeed are fundamental to standard approaches to triadic music. The
 potential of consonant triads to engage in parsimonious voice-leading,
 however, is unrelated to those acoustic properties. This potential is,
 rather, a function of their group-theoretic properties as equally tempered
 entities modulo- 12.

 To demonstrate this claim, the definition of PLR-family operations is
 now generalized, initially to the prime forms of set-classes defined by
 T,/T,I equivalence, subsequently to all trichords. Although our primary
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